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Trees and Shrubs of Value as a Food Source to 
Migratory and Non-Migratory Bird Life in the 
Sandhill Region of Central Nebraska 
The following list is based on 
observations made by me over a 
period of several years and no plant 
is listed as a food species unless 
birds were seen taking the fruit or 
evidence was found in the droppings. 
Species are listed in order of their 
importance as a food supply. 
Eastern Red Cedar 
(Juniperus virginiana Linn.) 
In my opinoin, the eastern red 
cedar stands at the head of the list 
in value as a food plant for both 
game and non-game species of birds. 
It is widely distributed and bears 
fruit almost every year. This fruit 
is taken by a large Hst- of birds, 
mostly winter residents. The species 
also is one of the most important as 
cover, and as a nesting site for birds. 
The value of the cedar as a food 
plant is due to the fact that the 
tree is a consistant seeder and the 
berries hang on the trees throughout 
the periods of bad weather and deep 
snows when other food is scarce. 
A list of birds that have been noted 
feeding on cedar berries follows: 
Robin, Cedar Waxing, Cardinal, 
Townsend's Solitaire, Chickadee, 
Flicker, Junco, Evening and Black-
headed Grosbeaks, various sparrow;~, 
Sharp-tailed Grouse and Pheasant. 
(Other species are suspected of eat-
ing cedar fruit but no actual observa-
tions have been made to prove it.) 
Hackberry 
(Celtis occidentalis Linn.) 
The hackberry is a valuable source 
of food to a large number of birds. 
It would be fully as important as the 
cedar if it were not for the fact that 
it cannot be depended upon to produce 
a crop of fruit every year. 
The list that feed on the cedar all 
take the hackberry and also the fol· 
lowing species have been noted eat-
ing hackberry fruit: Common Grackle, 
Red-winged Blackbird and Brewer's 
Blackbird, Blue Grosbeak and both 
Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds. 
Some trees hold their fruit all winter 
but the species is not as widely dis-
tributed as the cedar and is not as 
dependable a fruiter and is plaeed in 
second place for this reason even 
though a larger number of species of 
birds have been seen eating the fruit. 
Russian Olive 
(Elaegnus angusti/olia Linn.) 
The Russian Olive is taken freely 
by most of the birds Hsted as eating 
the above two species. It holds its 
fruit well but is not as widely dis-
tributed as the others and so must 
take third place. However, this species 
is important and any program of 
planting for food and nesting sites 
for birds and for wild life eover 
should include the Russian Olive in 
its list. 
Wild Grapes 
(Vitis Vulpina Linn.) 
The wild grapes are freely taken 
by a large number of birds and some 
vines hold the dried berries well into 
the winter thus furnishing food over 
a long period of time. The Virginia 
creeper ParthenocissU8 quinque/olia 
Planch, while not a true grape, should 
"Twin nests" of the House Wren, found in the top of an old stove used 
for a trash burner by R. L. Sanders, 1331 No. Kansas Street, Hastings. 
Submitted by W. E. Eigsti, Hastings. 
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be listed with them as it is a valuable 
food plant. 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus scandens Linn.) 
. The berries of the bittersweet are 
taken by quite a list ~f birds and the 
beauty of the sca,r1et berries make it 
of value for that reason alone. 'l'he 
,plant is ~asily propagated and should 
. be included in roadside plantings. 
Wild Roses 
(Rosa ssp.) ", 
The, fruit of the various wild roses 
are taken. freely by the larger song 
birds and are particularly relished by 
the. . Sharp-tailed Grouse and the 
'Gr~~ter Prairie Chicken. The Pheas-
ant has been noted as eating the rose 
fruits in somewhat lesser amoUIlts. 
Note: 1'he following fruits are 
placed well down the Jist due to the 
fact that they ripen during the sum-
mer and are gOI:.e before winter. 
While they do not furnish food dur-
ing the winter when it is most need-
ed, they are very valuable as a mer-ns 
of attracting birds during the sum-
mer and do furnish an abundance of 
nesting sites and cover for both game 
and non-game birds and should be 
used for this reason. 
Russian Mulberry 
(Monts alba tartarico, Loudon) 
The Russian mulberry is taken by 
most of the song birds and is valuable 
for nesting sites and for cover. 
Chokecherry 
(Prunus virginiana Linn.) 
The chokecherry is eaten by a large 
number of birds and furnishes nest-
ing sites and cover. 
Wild Currants and Gooseberries 
(Ribes ssp.) 
The wild currants and gooseberries 
have fruit which is relished by a 
large number of species. They also 
furnish nesting sites and 'perhaps the 
best gam~l:over of any of the decidu-
ous plants. ;Another valuable point is 
the fact that they are shade tolerant 
and will grow under the shade of 
larger trees and shrubs . 
Wild Plum 
(Prunus ame1-icana Marsh.) 
While the fruit of the wild plum 
is too large to be eaten by any but 
the largest birds, it does furnish 
wonderful cover and nesting sites 
and merits consideration for that 
reason. 
Note: The following list of plants 
are not usually considered of value 
as food plant!;! . .The birds do not relish 
the fruits and ordinarily will not 
eat them. The fact that the birds do 
not like these fruits make them 
perhaps the most vitally important of 
the entire list. This list of plants, 
due to the fact that the fruit is not 
relished by birds, serves as a reserve 
food supply or emergency ration 
during the periods of deep snow when 
great numbers of birds must die of 
starvation if it were not for this 
reserve. For this reason aione the 
following species should be included 
in every well rounded plan of plant-
ing for food and cover for wildlife. 
During the very severe winter of 
1935-36 practically all the winter re-
sident birds were noted as feeding 
on the following species. 
Smooth Sumac 
(Rhus glabra Linn.) 
This species was being taken by 
both game and non,game birds. 
Skunk Brush 
(Rhus trilobata Nutt.) 
Large amounts of the seed of the 
above species were found in the drop-
pings of the Pheas8.nt. 
Buckbrush or Western Snowberry 
(Symphoricarpos occidentalis Hook.) 
Tree Sparrows, Juncos, Chiekadee.s, 
Redpolls and Pheasants were noted 
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feeding on this species during the 
severe winter of 1935-36. This species 
is also highly shade tolerant. It 
spreads freely and' furnishes abund-
ant cover. 
Green Ash 
(Fraxinus pensilvanica lanceolata 
Sarg.) 
A . limited number of 'birds feed on 
the seed of the ash. Those having 
been noted are the Evening Grosbeak, 
Chickadee, and Purple Finch. The 
latter apparently makes the ash a 
part of his regular bill of fare. 
Note: This information about ash 
was supplied by E. W. Glandon of 
Stapleton, Nebr. 
-Glenn Viehmeyer, North Platte 
Summer Birds Of Camp Opal Springs,.19S8~19S9 
by c. w. (Bill) Huntley 
Boy Scout Camp Opal Springs, 
Tri-Trails Council Camp, is located 
about 30 miles south of North Platte 
in the Medicine Creek Valley. The 
116 acre tract includes wooded hills, 
marsh land, grassland, and a lake 
front, affording a heterogenous wild-
life community. Common trees of the 
area include American elm, ash, 
boxelder, sumac, sandbar willow, and 
cottonwoods as well as many eastern 
red cedars. Many wild rose, buck-
brush, currant, and mulberry shrubs 
cover the hillsides. Various grasses 
and reeds cover the swamps and 
buffalo grass, prickly pear cactus, 
and other prairie plants cover the 
upland prairie. 
The author acted as scoutmaster 
during the month of June, 1958, and 
worked as nature counselor during 
the 1959 camping season from June 
1 until July 4. All observations were 
made during these periods of time 
which could be considered late spring 
migration but chiefly summer resi-
dent records. 
During the 1959 camping season, 
approximately a dozen early morn-
ing hikes of two hours duration each 
were held for bird identification 
purposes. Other observations were 
taken during the day and owl and 
chat records were taken late in the 
evening. All records were personal 
identifications unless specifically 
reported otherwise. Certain individual 
birds were never identified which 
means there are more possible 
species. 
"Compromise" is the key word in 
the accompanying chart of 66 species. 
Certain birds were common in a 
specific locality but never seen else-
where. Examples include the Rock 
Wren and Scarlet Tanager. Some 
were probably present but not con-
spicuous, therefore placed in the 
"unusual" or "rare" column., In-
cluded here might be the Brown-
headed Cowbird, Black-billed Cuckoo, 
or the Great Horned Owl. Certain 
species, including the Eastern Phoe-
be, were probably not common but 
observed daily because the pair nest-
ed on the trail of one of the program 
hikes. 
Actual evidence of nesting was 
found for the following species: Bob-
white, Ring-necked Pheasant, Mourn-
ing Dove, Yellow-sh81fted Flicker, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Great Crest-
ed Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Blue 
Jay, Black-capped Chickadee, House 
Wren, Brown Thrasher, Cardinal, 
Rufous-sided Towhee, and Lark Spar-
row. Because of the time of year 
and seeing pairs of birds, nearly all 
other species observed were con-
sidered probable nesters. Exceptions 
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include the Common Nighthawk, 
Chimney Swift, Loggerhead Shrike, 
and Parula Warbler, all of which 
were observed only once or twice and 
probably were migrants. The Parula 
Warbler was observed' June 2, 1959, 
at two different times during the 
morning. 
One bird reported by Scouts during 
the 1959 season but not observed 
nor heard by the author was the 
Baltimore Oriole. They are easily 
identified and the competence of the 
campers would indicate its possible 
presence. The Horned Lark was ob-
served within a quarter of a mile 
of the camp on various occasions 
which would indicate that it should 
be found on the tract at least occa-
sionally. -Brule 
Summer Birds Of Camp Opal Springs* 
Species 
Great Blue 
Heron 
Green Heron 
Black-crowned 
Night Heron 
Mallard 
1958 
x 
Turkey Vulture x 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Swainson's Hawk 
Marsh Hawk 
x 
Sparrow Hawk x 
Greater Prairie 
Chicken 
Bobwhite x 
Ring-necked x 
Pheasant 
Killdeer x 
Mourning Dove x 
Yellow-billed x 
Cuckoo 
Black-billed 
Cuckoo 
Screech Owl 
Great Horned 
Owl 
Common 
Nighthawk 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
1959 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
Chimney Swift 
Belted x 
Kingfisher 
Yellow-shafted x 
Flicker 
Red-shafted x 
Flicker 
Red-headed x 
Hairy 
Woodpecker 
Downy x 
Woodpecker 
Eastern x 
Kingbird 
Western x 
Kingbird 
Great Crested x 
Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Traill's x 
x Flycatcher 
x 
x 
Rough-winged' 
Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Blue Jay 
Black-billed 
Magpie 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
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Common Crow x x Oriole 
Black-capped x x Common Grackle x x 
Chickadee Brown-headed x x 
House Wren x x Cowbird 
Rock Wren x Scarlet Tanager x 
Catbird x x Cardinal x x 
Brown Thrasher x x Black-headed x 
Robin x x Grosbeak 
Loggerhead Shrike x Blue Groosbeak x 
Starling x x Dickcissel x x 
Red-eyed Vireo x x American x x 
Warbling Vireo x Goldfinch 
Parula Warbler x Rufous-sided x x 
Yellow Warbler x x Towhee 
Y ellowthroat x x Lark Sparrow x x 
Yellow-breasted x Field Sparrow x 
Chat *Common: observable daily, usually 
House Sparrow x x several individuals in evidence. 
Western x x Unusual: probably in the area daily 
Meadowlark but not observed on an average 
Red-winged x x of over once per week. 
Blackbird Rare: only one or two records. 
Orchard Oriole x x Probably not located in the area 
Baltimore x normally. 
Some Observations Of Bird Behaviorisms 
In And Near Traps And Nets* 
by Willetta Lueshen 
To give this paper a modern title 
one might call it a "Togetherness 
Report" for, as the following in-
formation will show, there is an 
obvious instinct among many species 
to be with other birds. The best 
example of this to be given in this 
paper is the Bobwhite. These observa-
tions have been made under Federal 
Banding Permit No. 7476 since 
September, 1955. 
Before giving some figures about 
the Bobwhite, a few facts of their 
behavior should be given. When grain 
or water in a trap is seen by birds 
they make every effort to reach it. 
After entering the trap they feed 
and if there is water, usually drink 
before one of the group realizes it 
is a prisoner. When effort to escape 
begins, they pace around within the 
trap but rarely begin to jump until 
someone approaches the trap. When 
the vibrations of foot steps are 
sensed, they are alerted and become 
restless. Their chattering among 
themselves becomes intensified and 
they begin to jump and attempt to 
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fly, hitting the top of the cage 
repeatedly; and, if the trap is small, 
they actually move it and have been 
known to upset -it and escape. Once 
jumping has begun, it continues until 
the foot steps cease. When the bander 
has reached the trap, the birds be~ 
come quiet and relaxed thus making 
removing them from the trap com-
paratively easy. If a bird is handled 
slowly and gently while banding, 
often times, after it is placed on the 
ground, it will run away rather than 
fly as other frightened birds will do. 
Gentle handling makes it possible for 
one person, even with small hands, 
to hold and band a bird of this size 
without too much difficulty. 
Duri:qg the years 1956, 1957, and 
1958, sixty-five Bobwhites were 
banded. Fifty, or 77% of these were 
with one or more birds in the trap. 
Of the 15 single catches, 12 were 
adults. The ages of the remaining 
three were unknown. In several in-
stances of single catches, the remain-
ing entrances to the traps had been 
closed and another bird of the op-
posite sex was seen making every 
effort to reach the imprisoned bird, 
usually staying near the trap, till 
the trap was approached by the 
bander. 
These birds were caught in Govern-
ment Sparrow Traps, Hand-ol>erated 
Traps, Potter Three-cell Traps and 
Seth Low or All Purpose Traps. 
However, because the entrance is 
small, only young birds were caught 
in Government Sparrow Traps. The 
greatest number caught at one time 
was 12 in a Seth Low Trap. These 
were full grown birds caught on 
October 16, 1958. On September 27, 
1958, eight very young birds just 
feathered were caught in the Govern-
ment Sparrow Trap. Six feet away 
was a-Potter Three-cell Trap, one 
section of which was occupied by a 
Blue Jay. With the young Bobwhite 
were three adult birds, two male 
and one female, plus three young 
which did not enter the trap. The 
adults stayed near the Government 
Sparrow Trap, chattering constantly 
as were the captured young. One 
male rushed at the Blue Jay in the 
other trap and it indicated fear by 
calling loudly and attempting to 
escape. The Bobwhite backed away 
or turned and walked away a few 
steps, then rushed at the Blue Jay· 
again and again. Each .of the other 
adults went through the same acti-
vity, one at a time. Finally one male 
walked away leaving all others be-
hind but calling until the three free 
young followed, then both the other 
adults followed. At this stage the 
game was over and the young were 
quickly banded and released. The call 
to get together was heard for the 
next two hours. The Blue Jay, com-
pletely exhausted, was also banded 
and released. 
Many other birds caught in ground 
traps are attracted by a bird in the 
trap, thus on many occasions several 
are in one trap at the same time. 
However, it is quite evident that 
some species avoid going near certain 
other species. On only a few occa-
sions has a Harris' Sparrow been 
followed into a trap by another 
species, though the Harris' Sparrow 
does not hesitate to follow another 
species into a trap. 
On several occasions Tree Sparrows 
have been observed near a trap con-
taining other Tree Sparrows and 
making great effort to reach them 
even though all doors of the traps 
were closed. Those outside stood on 
their toes and lifted their heads as 
high as possible and danced about 
the traps and all the while those 
within and outside the traps were 
constantly chattering loudly. 
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Some birds within a trap cause 
unrest for others also in the trap. 
If a Harris' Sparrow enters a trap 
with other species, the others usually 
show continuous unrest though they 
are not molested in any way. Robins 
and Blue Jays also cause un-easiness 
in a tr,ap. 
Two male and one female Brown-
headed Cowbirds -in -a Seth Low Trap 
on May 16, 1957, fought until one 
male had completely lost all the 
feathers on its head. It had been 
tumbled in the watering pan and out 
again until it was a mass of' sand 
and mud, and lay completely ex-
hausted in a remote corner of the 
cage. 
A captured Black-capped Chicka-
dee makes continuous effort to free 
itself. Few traps will hold it for 
long. On a few occasions birds in 
the traps have attracted a Sharp-
shinned Hawk. Most birds drop 
quietly in the corner of the trap 
while the hawk attempts to enter 
the trap. On no occasion has one been 
able to harm a bird. 
Birds caught in Japanese mist 
nets are, in many instances, followed 
by others. This would happen more 
often but for the fact that the bander 
usually watches the nets continuously 
and immediately goes to release the 
bird. Many times before one can 
reach the net, after seeing a bird 
caught, several more have become 
entangled. This behaviorism of fol-
lowing others is very evident in 
several species including the Balti-
more Orioles, Orchard Orioles, and 
American Goldfinch. 
Of 77 Baltimore Orioles banded in 
1956, 29 or 38% were alone. Sixty-
two percent were with one or more 
other birds, 29 of which were with 
only other Baltimore Orioles. Or, 
47% of the birds with other birds 
were with Baltimore Orioles only. 
On several occasions both Baltimore 
Orioles and other species were in the 
net together. Other species were Red-
headed Woodpeckers, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks, House Wrens, Orchard 
Orioles, and Eastern Kingbirds. 
In many instances a bird caught 
in a Japanese mist net sets up a 
call which attracts others, especially 
those of its own species. Sometimes 
those' attracted by the call immedi-
ately hit the net and are also caught. 
Other times the birds flutter about 
the net near the prisoner and thus 
are sometimes eventually captured, 
though not always. Sometimes six or 
eight, or even more, birds are flutter-
ing about the net at one time. If an 
American Goldfinch is caught, other 
Goldfinches sometimes sit on the top 
shelf, or string, of the net or on a 
branch of a tree near the net, and 
watch the prisoner, sometimes leav-
ing its perch to flutter toward the 
bird in the net. 
In releasing birds from the net, 
behaviorisms vary considerably. Most 
species continuously struggle for 
freedom, thus adding to the difficulty 
of freeing birds. Among the most 
active are the House Wren, Black-
capped Chickadee and Cardinal. 
The first two above named always 
become thoroughly entangled making 
the process of release slow and dif-
ficult. If the procedure takes an 
undue amount of time and feathers 
are badly ruffled, birds can become 
chilled and go into shock. On several 
occcasions, a House Wren, which goes 
into shock more frequently than any 
other species, has been revived by 
putting it into a container and ap-
plying artificial heat. 
The Cardinal causes the bander 
difficulty by grasping any finger, 
or portion of finger, within reach of 
its strong beak. This causes severe 
pain and on some occasions has 
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broken the flesh. This is also char-
acteristic of the Black-capped Chick-
adee and sometimes those of the 
Woodpecker family attempt to use 
their beaks for freedom. 
Some birds rest very quietly in the 
net and make no effort to free them-
selves. Thus they do not become 
badly snarled and are quickly re-
leased. Some of these are the Ameri-
can Goldfinch, Eastern Phoebe, Barn 
Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Purple Mar-
tin, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-
billed Cuckoo, and Mour-ning Dove. 
These are but a few of the observa-
tions of behaviorism made while 
capturing and banding 2,871 individ-
uals of 73 species .from September 
12, 1955, to December 31, .1958. 
---,.Wisner 
*Mrs. Lueshen read this paper at 
the Nebr. Academy of Science, April 
17,1959 
Nesting Study Of Long-Eared Owls 
In Box Butte County 
by John and Ann Mathisen 
The Long-eared Owl is considered 
rare in western Nebraska, and nest-
ing records for this region are lack-
ing. On April 25, 1959, a Long-eared 
Owl nest containing five eggs was 
found near Alliance in Box Butte 
County. The nesting chronology was 
followed from the initial observation 
on April 25 to the· destruction of the 
nest on 'Or about May 24. The ne::;t 
was observed approximately every 
other day during this period. 
Nest Location and Construction 
The nest was located about five 
miles west of Alliance in the outside 
row of a five row shelterbelt border-
ing a wheat field. It was situated 
in the crotch of a Chinese elm ap-
proximately 20 feet from the ground. 
The measurements of the nest were 
as follows: length, 22 inches; width, 
14 inches and depth, 3lj2inches. It 
was constructed of coarse twigs and 
a strand of bailing twine and was 
lined with feathers. It may have been 
an abandoned crow nest. 
Development of Young 
On April 25 the nest contained 
five white eggs; one of these eggs 
measured approximately 4 cm x 3 cm. 
The hatching of the eggs was stag-
gered over a period of five to seven 
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days. The first two eggs hatched 
between May 7 and 9, the third on 
May 10; the fourth on May 13 and 
the fifth on May 14. This resulted 
in quite a size difference in the 
young. The chicks were downy white 
and blind at hatching. 
The eyes of the young opened at 
about five or six days of age. Pin-
feathers were appearing at about 
eight days. The young showed little 
reaction to human intruders until 10 
days of age when the observer was 
greeted with bill "clacking" and fear 
behavior. 
When the nest was observed on 
May 24 two of the smaller birds 
were missing and three were dead in 
the nest. The parents were not seen. 
The young may have fallen prey to 
crows or magpies which had been 
observed in the nest tree on previous 
occasions. 
Parental Behavior 
Every time the nest was visited 
one of the parents, presumably the 
female, was on the nest. The other 
parent was consistently perched on 
a tree about 100 feet away from 
the nest. 
Prior to the time of hatching the 
parents showed little objection to 
human interference. The incubating 
bird usually flew to the west and 
perched on a low branch after being 
flushed from the nest. The other 
parent was not evident. 
After the first eggs hatched the 
attitude of the parents toward human 
interference changed considerably. 
When the nest was approached both 
"clacked" their bills loudly in a 
threatening manner and uttered 
sharp calls of alarm. They often 
displayed a broken wing behaviorism 
on the ground. When the young birds 
were being handled the parents flew 
within 10 or 15 feet of the intruders, 
but did not attack. 
As soon as hatching commenced 
the parents brought food to the nest. 
The only prey observed in the nest 
was white-footed mice (Peromyscus 
spp.), often they were decapitated. 
The number of mice observed in the 
nest ranged from none to six. 
-Alliance 
General Notes 
FIVE SPECIES AND SUBSPE-
CIES OF JUNCOS BANDED AT 
STAPLETON.-The experts caution 
us against readily identifying juncos 
in the field. Except for bird banders 
and those carrying permits, few 
observers have opportunities to ex-
amine birds in the hand. Slate-
colored Juncos (Junco hyemalis hye-
malis) and Oregon Juncos (J. ore,g-
anus oreganus) , when in typical 
plumage, can easily be identified in 
the field. Some other subspecies may 
be identified in the field under favor-
able conditions. 
At the Stapleton banding station, 
five species and subspecies have been 
identified and banded. The traps 
have yielded unidentifiable birds. 
Immatures and hybrids are not un-
common. The number of those banded 
are as follows: Slate-colored Juncos, 
350; Oregon Juncos, 144; Pink-sided 
Junco (J. mearnsi) *, 10; White-
winged Junco (J. aikeni) , 4; Gray-
headed Junco (J. caniceps), 1. Thus, 
approximately two-thirds of all juncos 
banded were Slate-colored Juncos 
while a little less than one-third were 
Oregon Juncos. 
Care must be exercised when at-
tempting to identify Pink-sided 
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Juncos (J. mearnsi) *. They belong 
to the Oregon group. Alden H. Miller 
says, "This species has broad areas 
of r~ch pinkish cinnamon on, the 
sides. The sides are never brownish 
or vinaceous. They have gray, not 
sooty or blackish heads." (Bird Lore, 
Nov.-Dec., 1936, p. 431.) 
The White-winged Junco (J. aikeni) 
cannot be identified by white in the 
wing alone. A few Slate-colored 
Juncos have some white in the wing 
but the color of the hood is much 
paler. Again Miller says, "The true 
White-wing is exceedingly large; it' 
has a stout tumid 'bill and has some 
white in the fourth from the' outer-', 
most tail feather." (Ibid; p. 430). 
Therefore, the large bill' and extra 
white in the tail must be present if 
we are to name a junco with white 
in the wings, a White-winged Junco. 
Of these juncos, the Gray-headed 
Junco (J." coniceps) is the most 
beautiful. The brilliant red-brown 
back 'patch, sharply defined, sur-
rounded by a' pleasing shad'e of soft 
gray, thrHlsthe observer. But this 
is not' enough for identification. A 
bird so marked which also has a 
flesh-colored upper mandible is a 
true Gray-headed Junco. If the lower 
mandible is flesh-colored, the bird' is 
not a Gray-headed Junco.-Earl W. 
Glandon, 'Stapleton 
*The Fifth Edition of the A.O.U. 
Check-List of North American Birds 
reduces Junco mearnsi to; the sub-
species Junco oreganus mearnsi, p. 
609. ,Ed. 
LARGE FLOCK OF COWBIRDS' 
IN DA WS COUNTY.-July 29, 1959, 
a flock estimated at over 1,000 birds 
mostly Brown-headed Cowbirds, was 
seen near Chadron. Other kinds of 
birds identified in the flock included 
a few European Starlings, Common 
Grackles, and Red-winged Blackbirds. 
-Doris Gates, Chadron 
THE CAROLINA WREN.'-The 
Revised Check-list of Nebrqd!k(J; Birds 
is a great improvemen~ from the old 
one. I have checked ,on all the birds 
I know anything about in thispartic-
ular ,area ;md the record is fairly, 
accurate as far as I call see; th~tt i,s, 
it harmonizes with my own records 
alj'host to p~rfection. ,However, one 
of the' hirds, in the list,' one that' i 
have made a' special stUdY' of' in the' 
past five or more year's, still needs 
some, revising touches~if' my o~n 
records are of any value at all. I a~ 
referring to' the Carolina Wren.', 
Here is what the Check-list' says 
(in part) !1Doutthis. bir4: "A r!1t:~ 
winter resident in the Missouri River 
Valley Region.';' (p.21) , 
Fr~m, November .1, 1958, through 
January ,28, ,1959, I made 14 hikes 
inFontenell~ ,Forest. On, 12 of these 
hikes I saw or heard at least one 
Carolina Wren, a total of 35 occur-
rences for the three months. Up to 
eight ,were p.eard or seen on a single 
hike. Many of the" total number I 
heard were not ,only 'chattering-they 
were singing. I could dig up records 
for many winters before this one and 
further prove that the Carolina Wren 
deserves to be listed as "common" 
rather than "rare." The term "com-
mon" is defined on page 8 as: "pre-
sent in such numbers that one may 
find several in a day, in the proper 
habitat." 
This is not written for the purpose 
of scolding or blaming anyone, but 
only so the record may be set straight. 
My record comes from actual field 
observations. -Carl H. Swanson, 
Omaha 
ROBIN CATCHES FISH.-In the 
late summer of 1959 a Robin was 
observed catching small fish; about 
two to three inches, as they came 
over a tiny water-fall at the side 
of a concrete base used as a road 
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in Chadron State Park. The Robin 
appeared to be watching for fish as 
it moved from one vantage point to 
another. When it caught a fish, it 
flew immediately to a nest about 30 
feet up in a cottonwood tree. It is 
assumed that the fish were fed to 
young though this could not be de-
finitely determined. ~Doris Gates, 
Chadron 
GOLDEN EAGLE KILLS AN-
TELOPE KID.-On July 13, 1959, 
while conducting an aerial antelope 
census in Box Butte County, I saw 
a Golden Eagle that had just killed 
a 3-4 weeks old antelope kid. Talon 
wounds were numerous in the neck 
of the kid, and blood was running 
freely, indicating that the kill was 
very recent. --John Mathisen, Alliance 
BIRDS AT WAUNETA.~une 12, 
1959, I especially tried to count 
pairs of birds from Wauneta to six 
miles west plus the lake. Each 
,number represents a pair. Eastern 
Green Heron, Black-crowned Night 
Heron, Marsh Hawk, Sparrow Hawk 
2, Bobwhite 7, Ring-necked Pheasant 
8, Killdeer 2, Mourning Dove 17 
plus, Yellow-billed Cuckoo 4, Night-
hawk 1, Belted Kingfisher 2, Red-
headed Woodpecker 3, Eastern. King-
bird 4, Western Kingbird 3, Eastern 
Phoebe 1, Say's Phoebe 1, Horned 
Lark 1, Rough-winged Swallow 1, 
Barn Swallow 2, Blue Jay 1, Black-
biIledMagpie 9, Crow 6, House Wren 
9, Brown Thrasher 2, Robin 2, Shrike 
1, Europ~an Starling 6, Bell's Vireo 
6, Warbling Vireo 1, Yellowthroat 
3, Yellowbreasted Chat 6, House 
Sparrow 50, Western Meadowlark 12, 
Red-winged Blackbird 6, Brown-
headed Cowbird 20, Cardinal 10, 
Blue Grosbeak 4, Dickcissel 21, Gold-
finch 6, and Lark Sparrow 6. -lola 
Pennington, Wauneta 
Excerpts From Letters 
"October 2 and 3 (1959) we had a 
very unusual visitor at our ranch-
an albino Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
His head was a brilliant yellow and 
the rest of him pure snow-white.' It 
was traveling in a flock of redwings 
and yellowheads and, of course, 
stuck out very plainly in the crowd 
of darkies. His traveling. companions 
didn't seem to mind his odd color. I 
observed it several times each day 
feeding and flying with the flock." 
-Mrs. C. S. (Luella) Reece, Jr., 
Valentine 
"I (had) an unusal observation 
for me on the 12th (Nov., 1959), a 
stray Mockingbird. 
"I see they did me wrong with my 
Chipping Sparrow. (Review, Oct. 
1959) The correct spring arrival 
date was May 1, not Jan. 1. I have 
never seen these, to know it, in 
wintertime."-Harold Turner, Bladen 
(Webster County) 
" A t the time I began my interest 
in birds, Prof. Swenk was very 
active in N.O.U. There was no guess 
work in his identification, so 1 was 
glad to see your stand (Editorial, 
October, 1959) on the same subject. 
1 always appreciated his exactness 
in identifications."-Mrs. Earle Lion-
berger, Superior 
"The Nebraska Check-list was a 
wonderful find for me, being so 
amateurish, I didn't even know what 
to look for in this region, or when, 
until I read the Check-list. I've an-
notated the margins of my Field 
Guide with the check listings. Then 
I got inspired to make a list of the 
birds reported in Douglas, Cass, and 
Nemaha Counties in the last two 
years. We should have similar condi-
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tions, being on the river. The list 
runs a few over 200; and sometime 
I'll try to get some of the back 
issues of the Review, and add the 
data from them. I've been concentrat-
ing on these birds, and feel that I'm 
beginning to learn something. Those 
Douglas County birders are really on 
the ball, aren't they? 
('Ilhey certainly are! Recently I 
received a form letter from L. O. 
Horsky listing the activities of the 
summer. Among other things, he 
points out that R. G. Cortelyou, 
Lawrence DokuIil, and Carl Swanson 
make weekly trips in the Fontenelle 
Forest, and Mrs. S. A. Perkins also 
makes frequent trips. If anyone might 
be interested in taking part in any 
of these field trips, he might contact 
any of these people or L. O. Horsky, 
1701 No. 60th Street, Omaha.-Ed.) 
"I had an experience that will 
probably never come again. I had 
gone up in our orchard thinking about 
climbing to the top of the hill, and 
was up next to the pasture fence. 
The multiflora rose hedge runs along 
the east edge of our yard, and on 
the top of the hill is a wonderful 
feeding spot and refuge for birds. I 
had stopped and had my binoculars 
on the roses. I was looking up the 
hill, enjoying the flocks of juncos 
that were coming into the roses-
several hundred of them. Suddenly, 
over the brow of the hill, right into 
my glasses, came the most enormous 
hawk I had ever· seen, and I was 
focused right on him as he came 
down over the roses, almost over me, 
and then disappeared behind the 
barn. He was so close I could see the 
details of the feathers, and that they 
were wet and a bit ruffled on the 
throat and breast. (In checking in 
the Field Guide) I saw the Goshawk 
and knew that was it! I do hope 
someone'else in this end of"the state 
saw him, too, so you can accept my 
report." 
-Mrs. Adolf Wensien, Brownville 
"A pair of Orchard Orioles nested 
next door. One day (the male) sat 
very still for such a long time on a 
low fence post. It was not natural 
and 1 finally went out in the garden 
and found the female hopelessly 
enmeshed in a roll of fence wire. 
One 'leg was broken in three pieces. 
Finally 1 extricated her and removed 
the dangling leg. I hoped for the 
best as I held her high in the breeze. 
She flew back to her nest, so the 
young were saved. 
"One day last summer (a Houtle 
Wren) was pouring out his song 
when a fat Robin alighted near and 
kept moving closer, then with his 
wing nudged the wren off his perch. 
He flew to another branch and the 
Robin followed and nudged him 
again. Three times this happened. 
Then the wren left."-Mrs. George 
Mills, Long Pine 
"The Chats were very numerous a 
bit earlier, but are not singing so 
much now so you don't see as many. 
(June 21, 1959) So goes for the 
Cardinals. I think it is a mistake 
to say the Cardinals are not numer-
ous in this area. 1 have taken especial 
pains to note the singing pairs and 
along the (Frenchman) river they 
are thick. You can't get out of the 
hearing of them. Even in town they 
are fairly numerous. 
"About every other bird you hear 
is a cowbird, it seems. And Dick-
cissels are thick in wheat fields as 
well as alfalfa and clover. Some 
places there are great populations 
of Magpies. Crows seem scattered. 
I am seeing more Goldfinches than I 
did when I first came to this country 
or even than the few years ago. 
And I have seen many less of the 
lovely Lark Sparrows. 
"I wonder why it is that the 
Red-winged Blackbird in Columbus 
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(Nebr.) area lays a bright blue-
green egg and out here they all lay 
rather greenish-gray eggs, spotted of 
course. I have pictures to prove it 
and' I've been peeking in lots of 
nests to sort of check to see if it 
is always that way. And it seems 
to be."-Iola Pennington, Wauneta 
"I'm having fun at (bird banding), 
have never really worked at it before 
this year. Think those Bohemian 
Waxwings are responsible for stim-
ulating my interest. Then along came 
a young doctor who got me started 
with mist nets, and a Denver mete-
orologist who demonstrated his meth-
od of trapping hawks and shrikes, 
and now my bird banding is almost 
a full time occupation." -Mrs. Carl 
Collister, Longmont, Colo. 
"The Siebolds reported a House 
Wren's, nest that was made almost 
entirely of shingle nails. A garage 
across the alley' from their house 
was being re-shingled and the wrens 
used the old nails to build a nest 
in the Siebold's birdhouse. A cat 
knocked the house down and they 
discovered the shingle-nail nest. Gan't 
imagine it was very comfortable sit-
ting for the young birds." -Mrs. 
Glenn Viehmeyer, North Platte 
"Our Blue Jays raised a large 
brood and they all preferred eggs 
for breakfast-even chicken eggs if 
we left them in the hen house very 
long. I was keeping an eye on a 
dove brooding her eggs in the cedars 
back of the house. One morning, 
shortly before the eggs were to hatch, 
an adult and one young Blue Jay 
tormented the dove and stole her 
eggs as I watched from' a nearby 
window. The dove puffed up her 
feathers and made an effort to protect 
her eggs but the jays were too quick. 
"Each spring for several years 
we have had a new bird here and 
this year our first time visitor was 
a Crested Flycatcher which was seen 
and heard for a week. Another in-
teresting incident was the presence 
of a small flock of Cedar Waxwings 
during the month of May. We banded 
our first nighthwaks .and our first 
Ovenbirds." -Dula a,nd Donald Held, 
Elsmere 
"Saw a Great Blue Heron settled 
down in Manawa (Lake, Iowa) in a 
swimming position (body parallel to 
the water, and line well up on the 
body) and then fly up and try again 
several times. I never heard of them 
swimming-maybe trying to work in 
water that was too deep. Also, Sun-
day (July 27, 1959) I saw the gal-
linule again (third time this year), 
and this time there were young with 
it. I have seen one here only once 
before although they were supposed 
to be common in the' early days." 
-R. G. Cortelyou, Qmaha 
"You have read of the Passenger 
Pigeon darkening the, sky as they 
flew south-if you had been any-
where in eastern Nebraska or west-
ern Iowa you would have seen the 
sky black' with geese. Flocks that 
were one half mile wide and figuring 
them flying 50 miles per hour, the 
flocks were 40 to 50 miles long. 
These geese started flying Monday 
noon (Nov. 2, 1959). They flew all 
afternoon, all night, and until around 
noon Tuesday. A truck driver told 
me the sky was black with them 
from Lincoln to Red Oak, Iowa. 
Tuesday's and Wednesday's weather 
maps show the storm that sent geese 
south. But who shall explain why 
the geese were migrating two or 
three days ahead of this storm? This 
happens the same every fall. Every 
spring in March these geese fly north 
with a warm south wind and it will 
always snow two days later! 
"November 5, five Whistling Swans 
arrived at Lake Manawa, Iowa, just 
south of Council Bluffs. They stayed 
for three days. 
BULK BATE 
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"At 6 :50 A.M. this morning (Nov. 
12) the House Sparrows were feed-
ing under street lights as it was 
still dark. At 7 :30 A.M., it started 
to snow. These sparrows always 
flock together and feed just before 
a storm." -Lawrence Dokulil, Omaha 
" On July 5th (1959) I spotted a 
Red Crossbill. The first one I ever 
saw, and according to our checklist 
. . .. he wasn't supposed to be here, 
but' there he was. 
"We had the Bewick's Wren and 
House Wren in our west yard all 
spring and through the first week 
of July. The Bewick's nested in a 
corn-sheller in the old cob shed-the 
door was off and the window out 
and they could enter from east or 
west. The corn-sheller was almost in 
the doorway, and about 15 feet east 
of it there is a pole at the end of a 
trellis with a wren house on top, 
and the House Wren nested there. 
Both wrens raised young at the same 
time. But they each seemed to have 
their own territory, and when the 
Bewick's entered from the east door, 
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they came in from the north. Hous-
ing was crowded. Only a foot below 
the House Wren's box, the Cardinals 
built a nest in the wisteria vine." 
-Ruth Wensien, Brownville 
"On November 6, 1959, a cormorant 
was shot on the Missouri River just 
south of Plattsmouth. I found a dead 
Orange-crowned Warbler male near 
our mailbox October 9, (1959). Front 
of the head and base of the bill were 
bruised. It must have hit our house. 
I mounted it. I saw a Golden Eagle 
at North Bend on November 1, 1959. 
November 7, 1959, I got a large male 
Muscovy Duck shot out of a flock of 
Blue and Snow Geese. The hunter 
thought he had an unusual goose!" 
-Ralph Velich, Omaha 
"We have more cuckoos (mostly 
Black-billed) than I have ever seen. 
Also, the Dickcissels are thick. They 
are in every field. A Lazuli Bunting 
has been coming to my yard every 
day. (July 11, 1959) -Joyce Bras-
hear, Scottsbluff 
